
 

 

Today we are back in Luke’s Gospel. After his baptism and a 
time of temptation in the wilderness (which we’ll look at as we 

start Lent in March) Jesus returns home. His customary visit to 
the synagogue on the Saturday morning becomes a public 
fulfilment of Old Testament prophesy as he sets to work. 

Let’s pray as we focus our minds for worship 

 
Today, Lord God, we come before you as is our custom;  

as was the custom of Jesus growing up in Nazareth.  
We await your Word to us now, just like those who waited while he 

spoke in the synagogue after his ministry had begun.  
May we hear your call and stand with him and with one another, 

to serve freely in the work you have given us.  

We say the Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven hallowed be thy name. 

Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, for ever. Amen 
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This first hymn is typically sung to the tune Repton (Dear, Lord 
and Father of mankind forgive our foolish ways) meaning that 
the final line is repeated.  

“I have a dream”, a man once said, “where all is perfect peace; 
where men and women, black and white, 

stand hand in hand, and all unite 
in freedom and in love.” 

But in this world of bitter strife the dream can often fade; 
reality seems dark as night, 

we catch but glimpses of the light 
Christ sheds on humankind. 

Fierce persecution, war, and hate are raging everywhere; 
God calls us now to pay the price 

through struggles and through sacrifice 
of standing for the right. 

So dream the dreams and sing the songs, but never be content: 
for thoughts and words don’t ease the pain: 

unless there’s action, all is vain; 
faith proves itself in deeds. 

Lord, give us vision, make us strong, help us to do your will; 
don’t let us rest until we see 

your love throughout humanity 
uniting us in peace. 

Words: Pamela J. Pettitt © Estate of Pamela J. Pettitt (1954 – 2005)  

Our Bible reading is from Luke 4:14-22 where Jesus returns to 
his home town of Nazareth and takes his turn at the Old 
Testament reading at the Saturday Synagogue Service. 
14 Jesus returned to Galilee in the power of the Spirit, and news about 
him spread through the whole countryside. 15 He was teaching in their 
synagogues, and everyone praised him. 
16 He went to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, and on the 
Sabbath day he went into the synagogue, as was his custom. He 
stood up to read, 17 and the scroll of the prophet Isaiah was handed to 
him. Unrolling it, he found the place where it is written: 

18 “The Spirit of the Lord is on me, because he has anointed me to 
proclaim good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim 
freedom for the prisoners and recovery of sight for the blind, to set 
the oppressed free, 19 to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favour.” 



 

 

20 Then he rolled up the scroll, 
gave it back to the attendant and 
sat down. The eyes of everyone 
in the synagogue were fastened 
on him. 21 He began by saying to 
them, “Today this scripture is 
fulfilled in your hearing.” 22 All 
spoke well of him and were 
amazed at the gracious words 
that came from his lips.  

 

This song will be led on video by Becky 
George signing in Makaton to words and 
music by Becky Drake—maybe that’s 
why ducks get a mention! 

Some of us are big and tall 
Some of us are very small 

Some of us like pink and some like blue 
Some of us like reading books 
Some of us like feeding ducks 

That's because we're different, me and you 

But God loves everyone he's made 
God loves each of us, in a special way… 

That's you and you and you and you 
And you and you and you and you 

God loves you! God loves you! 
That's you and you and you and you 
And you and you and you and you 
We're part of the big family of God! 

Some of us have curly hair 
Some of us have specs to wear 
All of us have different families 

Some of us are very loud 
Some of us don't make a sound 

That's because we're different you and me 

But God loves everyone he's made 
God loves each of us, in a special way... 

Words & Music Becky Drake  
© 2007 Song Solutions Daybreak 



 

 

We’ll pray again as we read or hear these words read: 

We praise you, Lord, for the freedom we take for granted to serve 
you every day of our lives, openly and seldom challenged. We give 
so little thought to this freedom that we sometimes fail to exercise it. 
So, we thank you, Lord, for every opportunity that comes our way to 
be your hands, your eyes, your heart in this world; to do your will, to 
see things as you do, to share your love.  

We praise you that in serving, we stand alongside our sisters and 
brothers in Christ, in a ministry stretching down the generations from 
Jesus himself. So, we stand with one another in worshiping you by 
living the way of love and life he showed us, setting us free to serve 
in the fullness of your grace. 

Lord, we confess that we tend to see our calling as individual and, of 
course, that is part of our calling, for you see us as individuals. We 
are also called to stand alongside one another in our service, and we 
sometimes forget this. But you, Father, always see the bigger picture. 
Forgive us for being so caught up in our own spheres that we fail to 
see the need to stand with our brothers and sisters, to serve together 
in the advancement of your kingdom. 

Sometimes our vision is limited; not so much tunnel vision as a 
warped way of seeing, wrapped around ourselves and the world as 
we know it. Our pictures of Jesus have a man dressed in spotless 
white, blonde and blue-eyed. Yet you forgive us our childish and 
short-sighted understanding, Lord. Correct our vision, we pray, so 
that we may see the poor carpenter of Galilee, Jesus the Jew. Thank 
you for forgiving us when we think everybody is like us. Amen. 

Our next hymn moves us from a family to a church where all 
should feel equally at home 

Let us build a house where love can dwell and all can safely live, 
a place where saints and children tell how hearts learn to forgive. 

Built of hopes and dreams and visions, rock of faith & vault of grace; 
here the love of Christ shall end divisions. All are welcome,  

all are welcome, all are welcome in this place. 

Let us build a house where prophets speak,  
and words are strong & true, 

where all God’s children dare to seek to dream God’s reign anew. 
Here the cross shall stand as witness and as symbol of God’s grace; 

here as one we claim the faith of Jesus. All are welcome,  
all are welcome, all are welcome in this place. 



 

 

Let us build a house where love is found in water, wine and wheat: 
a banquet hall on holy ground where peace and justice meet. 

Here the love of God, through Jesus, is revealed in time and space; 
as we share in Christ the feast that frees us. All are welcome,  

all are welcome, all are welcome in this place. 

Let us build a house where hands will reach  
beyond the wood and stone 

to heal & strengthen, serve & teach, & live the Word they’ve known. 
Here the outcast and the stranger  bear the image of God’s face; 

let us bring an end to fear and danger. All are welcome,   
all are welcome, all are welcome in this place. 

Let us build a house where all are named,   
their songs & visions heard 

and loved and treasured, taught & claimed as words within the Word. 
Built of tears & cries and laughter, prayers of faith & songs of grace, 

let this house proclaim from floor to rafter. All are welcome,  
all are welcome, all are welcome in this place.  

Words: Marty Haugen, © 1994 GIA Publications, Inc Carnes Music,  

 

Have a bit of sympathy for Maureen and for Isla today as they read 
the passage from Luke 4 in Ardoch and Blackford. They both had to 
stand up and read about Jesus standing up and reading. And then 
they all sat down. For Maureen and Isla that was the end of it, but for 
Jesus, the eyes of everyone in the synagogue were on him. 

For Maureen and Isla, sitting down was an indication that they were 
finished; in Jesus’ day, to sit down like that after reading from the 
scriptures was to show you were ready to teach from the passage. 
And what Jesus had to say made a huge impact on his listeners. 
Initially—it all changes next week. They spoke well of him and were 
amazed at his words of grace. But Jesus was not sitting for a cosy 
chat. He was calling them—and us—to join him in fulfilling these 
words from the Old Testament. Jesus fulfilled them in his day, but 
who is going to fulfil them today. Who’s going to proclaim and deliver 
good news, freedom, recovery and freedom? 

Jesus wants us to stand with him in 
his mission. To stand together not 
just as a local church but as a 
global church. Not just within a 
building or a slot in the week but as 
part of our defining character.  



 

 

Jesus sits down a few more times to teach; we’ll meet him doing that 
in a boat next month. But the writer of the book of Hebrews looked to 
the day when Jesus did sit down because he was finished. Unlike 
other priests who keep offering sacrifices, Jesus’ death on the cross 
paid our debt and dealt with our sin. “it is finished,” he shouted from 
the cross. We don’t stand with Christ to earn our salvation; we stand 
with him in the ministry of helping others to experience the 
lifechanging good news. 

 

We pray again: 

Dear God, as food prices rise and fuel costs increase, we pray for 
wisdom in how we use our resources. Guide us and help us not to 
overspend. We pray for those who struggle to pay their bills and 
those in debt. We ask your blessing on food banks, debt counselling 
services and credit unions. Help us all to be generous in supporting 
one another and sharing what we have. 
May your kingdom come through our prayers, actions & words. 

Dear God, we pray for our justice system, for the police, lawyers, 
judges, probation officers and those who work in our prisons. May 
justice be served in the courts. May all be treated with fairness and 
equity. Be with those who have been convicted and those serving 
prison sentences and support their families and all whom they love. 
May your presence bring comfort and hope. 
May your kingdom come through our prayers, actions & words. 

Dear God, sometimes the way forward is unclear, we hope for easing 
of restrictions, but we wonder about the timing or risks. Give insight to 
scientists and politicians that we may be led in the right direction and 
be encouraged by the hope which your Spirit offers us. 
May your kingdom come through our prayers, actions & words. 

Dear God, in these challenging times give wisdom and strength to 
those who are trapped in lives of addiction, who feel there is no 
escape. We pray for Alcoholics Anonymous, Gamblers Anonymous, 
Drug Addicts Anonymous and all groups who seek to show people a 
path through addiction and offer kindness and support. 
May your kingdom come through our prayers, actions & words. 

Dear God, we thank you for the mission and ministry of Jesus, for the 
challenge he offers, the peace with which he fills us and his love 
which inspires us. We pray that we may find imaginative ways to 



 

 

share his love and to proclaim his good news. Bless the church 
throughout the world. Enable the stronger to support the more 
vulnerable that Jesus name may be known and honoured in every 
place. 
May your kingdom come through our prayers, actions & words. 
Hear us for Jesus’ sake. Amen. 

 

One more step along the world I go 
One more step along the world I go 

From the old things to the new 
Keep me traveling along with You 

And it's from the old I travel to the new 
Keep me travelling along with You 

Round the corners of the world I turn 
More and more about the world I learn 

All the new things that I see 
You'll be looking at along with me 

As I travel through the bad and good 
Keep me travelling the way I should 

Where I see no way to go 
You'll be telling me the way I know 

Give me courage when the world is rough 
Keep me loving though the world is tough 

Leap and sing in all I do 
Keep me travelling along with You 

You are older than the world can be 
You are younger than the life in me 

Ever old and ever new 
Keep me travelling along with You 

Words & Music Sydney Bertram Carter © 1971 Stainer & Bell Ltd 

We finish with a prayer 
God, you call us to be the body of Christ in this place. 
Side by side, hand in hand, help us to stand together, 

to stand with our neighbours, 
to break free from all that holds us back 

from making the world as you want it to be. 
In Jesus’ name. Amen. 



 

 

The Ardoch Service at 11:30am will be livestreamed on both church 
websites. Attendance is possible at both Ardoch or Blackford 
(10:00am) without booking. Face coverings remain a legal 
requirement (as an indoor public space) and Lateral Flow Tests are 
recommended.  

We may well have some easing of other precautions by next Sunday. 

 

Some worship opportunities available  
7:30am BBC Radio Scotland: New every Sunday  Act of worship 
with Church of Scotland Minister, Blair Robertson.  

8:10am BBC Radio 4: Sunday Worship In the Week of Prayer for 
Christian Unity Belfast Presbyterian minister, Steve Stockman and 
Roman Catholic Priest, Martin Magill reflect on how friendship can be 
transformational.  

1:15pm BBC 1: Songs of Praise The Rev Kate Bottley meets 
Christians who have experienced how the power of the Bible can 
change lives, and Gemma Hunt visits a Messy Church.  

9:45am Monday to  Friday Radio 4 LW: Daily Service A space for 
spiritual reflection with a Bible reading, prayer and a range of 
Christian music.  

 

Blackford Parish Church, CCLI Licence Number: 880762  
Ardoch Parish Church, CCLI Licence Numbers:  

8326, 709991,2287040,1028468 

Blackford Parish Church Scottish Charity Number SC005594  
Ardoch Parish Church Scottish Charity Number SC000139 

blackfordparishchurch.org  |   ardochparishchurch.org  
facebook.com/BlackfordParishChurch 

https://www.blackfordparishchurch.org/
ardochparishchurch.org
https://www.facebook.com/BlackfordParishChurch/

