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Blackford Cares
for Blackford residents to support each other during COVID-19

Welcome to our Blackford Cares Newsletter
If you’re arrived in the village recently, Blackford
Cares is an informal group created to do what it says
in the strapline above—support each other. It enables
communication primarily through the Facebook
Group of that name but has also tried to bring the
wider community “into the know” through print at
various points in the past two and half years.
Existing only informally, funds from the Blackford
Community Fund plus other grants and events have
been ringfenced through the Blackford Parish Church
accounts where they have been part of the
Independent Examination each year. Our last few
projects, such as this newsletter, will bring that
funding to a close before the end of this year. The
Facebook Group will continue but we do look forward
to dropping “during COVID-19” before too long.
This issue aims to highlight the many organisations,
groups, clubs and societies that meet in the village as
we turn to the darker months of winter. There is life
out there, if only we go looking and join in.

Blackford Cares is helping to
relaunch the Community Lunches
this month in partnership with
Blackford Church & Blackford PS.
We invite you to a

Community Lunch in Blackford Church

Friday 28th October, 1pm
Please book through the list in Blackford Stores or call
Gordon & Jane Roy on 682356 by 6pm Wed 26th.
Please help to get folk along of any age.
More dates to follow.

Blackford’s Halloween
If you’re welcoming guisers on Hallowe’en,
Blackford’s way of making this known is to have a
light on outside your front door; ideally a turnip or
pumpkin lantern, but an outside light will do. If you’re
not wanting to be entertained by the young people
and families who tour the village, keep
your front door in the dark.
There will not be an organised Fireworks
Display in Blackford this November.

Blackford Remembers
You are welcome to join the school
Remembrance Assembly at 2:45 in the
church on Wednesday 9th or to take
your own time at our War Memorial
on Friday 11th. Remembrance Sunday
services on the 13th will be in the
church at 10am and at the War Memorial just before
11am to mark the national silence.
Many of the clubs, groups and organisations that
you’ll read about here are support by the Blackford
Community Fund, a charitable fund to benefit
residents of the Blackford Community Council area.
It is administered by Foundation Scotland.
Details can be found here:
foundationscotland.org.uk/blackford

All events hosted by and donations* to Blackford Church
Scottish Charity Number SC005594

The Blackford Board Games Club
There’s more to board games that Uno, Cluedo and
Ludo. So come along to play some new games
alongside those old favourites

1st and 3rd Thursday of the month
starts Thursday 3rd November 7-9pm
Blackford Church Hall
This is Blackford’s newest club, launched by Harry
Feather but shaped by you as games are learned,
shared and enjoyed. Come for all or part of the
evening. Bring games or play what’s there. All ages
welcome; primary children accompanied by an adult.

Blackford Crafters
We meet on the first and the third Tuesdays of the
month between September and May at 7.30pm in
the Moray Institute. Attendance costs £1 per night
plus as additional £1 if you are joining in the night's
activity. If you need help with a project, we can do
that too at no additional charge.
Information about the evening's planned activity
appears on the noticeboard at the Moray Institute,
Blackford Crafters Facebook page and Blackford
Cares Facebook page in the preceding week. Places
must be booked in advance to allow hall set-up.
More details available from Irene McLaughlan, tel.
682495, or email blackfordcrafters@hotmail.co.uk
Blackford SWI
Blackford Scottish Women's Institute meets on the
second Tuesday of the month between September
and May at 7.30pm in the Moray Institute. A mix of
talks, demos and hands-on activities is planned for
this year. Membership is £30/year, visitors £5/
session.

Our photo shows a small part of the Blackford Fiddle
Group (BFG) performing last weekend at the Mod in
Perth. BFG is a community music group with members
of all ages and abilities meeting weekly on Fridays
from 7pm onwards at the Moray Institute.
New members are welcome to come and try out the
Fiddle Group - young people particularly welcome, no
experience needed and violins can be provided.
blackfordfiddlegroup.org.uk

The Blackford Fiddle Group invite us to be
their guests at their annual ceilidh on

Saturday 19th November, 7:30pm,
in the Moray Institute; Admission free
Raffle proceeds to the Trebsen Twinning Project

Blackford Bells
The handbell ringing group
meets monthly in the
church. They next meet:
Wednesday 2nd November
Wednesday 7th December
Both 7-9pm

If you are interested in finding out more, look out for
them at the Music Festival, drop in one month or
contact Marjorie Paton on 682234.

Check out the noticeboard at the Moray Institute
and Blackford Cares Facebook Group for
information about the current month's event.
Contact Irene McLaughlan,
President, for more
information. Tel. 682495.
Blackford Community Vegetable Garden
Here’s some of last weekend’s harvest from the
Community Garden in the church grounds and in The
Morays. Fresh fruit and veg like this have been
available from the garden or from a table outside
Blackford Village Store throughout the summer.
Look out for a few more harvests, for yourself or a
neighbour, through following their Facebook page or
stopping at the Village Store. Leave a donation if
you’re able. Take what you need if you can’t.

Recent produce includes potatoes, plums, apples,
freshly cut herbs, salad leaves, rocket, raspberries,
artichokes, peppers, radishes and cabbage.
New volunteers are welcome to learn and help.

Blackford Litter Pickers
gather next at 1pm on
Saturday 12th November at
the bottle bank. If you want
to help, wear gloves, bring
a black bag and a litter
picker if you have one.
Children, bring an adult.
Pyramid Rock was more than just a Gala Day Parade
Float; it was also the theme of the church summer
holiday club. With Thursday 10th November being a
school in-service training day, there will be another
visit to Egypt for all primary pupils and secondary
helpers who want to join us from 9am to 3:15pm.
Visit blackfordparishchurch.org/holidayclub for
details and the JotForm booking system.
(Our summer holiday club will be w/b 7th August.)
The Blackford Music Club meets in
the church on the last Thursday of
the month as an opportunity to get
together and make music in an
informal and relaxed setting.
Everyone is very welcome to come along and join in
or just relax and enjoy the live music!
The cost per evening is £2 (under 18s free) with tea/
coffee available. We look forward to seeing you at the
Music Club on the dates listed below.
Sandy Marshall, 682354, sannocksongs@gmail.com

If you are new to the village
(or forget things easily)
• Did the church manage to get a “Welcome to

Blackford” Leaflet to you with local contact details?
• There’s a booklet of local trades and traders

(Barbers to Window Cleaners) built up in the
Blackford Cares Facebook Group over the past
couple of years. Visit blackfordchurch.org/
flyingtheflag or ask a neighbour to access it for you.
• There’s a defibrillator at McNaughton’s Moray

Street forecourt; 999 call handlers will direct you
• Look out for a copy of the 2023 bin rota in the

church Christmas card
• There’s a Blackford Oil Collective on Facebook or via

blackfordoilcollective@gmail.com to get cheaper
prices for bulk orders. They have just done an order
but register your interest for the next one
• The village hall is actually called The Moray Institute

We’re delighted that, as well as putting up all the
lights, the Blackford Festive Lights team will be hosting
the “switch on” at the McNaughton’s Garage
forecourt in Moray Street from 3:30pm.
If the weather holds on the evening of
23rd December, we hear there will be
certain sleigh and rider going round the
village with children's gifts.

Blackford Stores Opening Hours

Monday-Saturday: 7am-9pm (From 1st Nov, 7am-8pm)
Sunday: 8am–6pm

Post Office Van outside the Village Shop
Tuesdays 9:00-10:00, Thursdays 12:30-1:30

P&K Council Mobile Library Visits

The 151st Blackford Highland Games are now well
into the planning and we look forward to another
great day at the end of May welcoming visitors from
far and wide and especially from Trebsen in Germany.

In 2019, Trebsen was looking to twin with a town or
village in Scotland which has a Highland Games and
Blackford answered that call. Following visits in 2019
taking in both community’s Highland Games, the
Twinning Agreement was signed. Plans for 2020 were
well ahead when COVID struck. While unable to host
visitors here this year, two Blackford reps visited
Trebsen in September for their Highland Games.

Alternate Tuesdays (Next visit 25th October)
Moray Institute 11:00-11:30, by Shop 11:35-12:00

Bank of Scotland Mobile Van
Auchterarder Parish Church alternate Thursdays
10:00-1:00. (Next visit looks like 3rd December)
There’s a free to use cash machine in Blackford Stores

Blackford Sings
Do you like to sing?
Come and give us a try.
No need to read music.
Top quality mix of tutors.
Friendly informal community choir.

Saturdays 10:00 to 12:00
Blackford Church Hall
The Blackford Inn

An invitation has gone to Trebsen for representatives
to visit Blackford in May 2023 for our 151st Highland
Games. The Twinning Committee will co-ordinate that
visit and we invite anyone in the village who is able to
help out in any way e.g. helping to provide meals,
transport, entertainment or accommodation, to
contact the Twinning Committee Chair, Irene
McLaughlan, by phone on 682495 or by email to
Blackford Community Council,

Mondays & Wednesdays: 4pm to 8pm
Thursdays, Fridays and Saturdays:
12 noon to 12 midnight
Sunday: 12 noon to 10pm
Tuesdays: closed
There's a new Innis & Gunn Lager
and an Inch’s Apple Cider on draft.
Very worth trying.
Look out for live entertainment too.

enquiries@blackfordcommunitycouncil.org.uk

There will be a Twinning Committee meeting on
Thursday, 20th October at 7.30pm in the Lower Hall,
Moray Institute. All welcome.

The next opportunities to give blood locally are:
24th to 26th October Albert Hall, Stirling
27th October, Station Hotel, Perth
5th December, Church Centre, Auchterarder
18th December, Parish Church, Bridge of Allan
All locations offer booked appointments on
0345 90 90 999 or scotblood.co.uk

The 2023 Blackford Gala Week starts on Sunday 2nd
June and runs through until Gala Day on Sunday 9th.
There will be many activities and events including
another scarecrow competition; please don’t say you
didn’t know early enough to prepare an entry.

Saturday 6th May—Coronation Day
What would you like to see happen in the village?
How would you help make that happen?
Anyone recall what happened in the village in 1953?
Email: coronation@blackford.org.uk to be part of any
discussion and see what this might turn into.

