Blackford’s Festive Weekend
5th and 6th December
Santa’s Crafty Fun
Online Christmas Market

Festive 500
Coffee and Chat

Don’t miss out on Santa’s Crafty Fun! This coming weekend will see the streets of Blackford lined with
fabulous festive stalls, under the Blackford Christmas Lights! Come, see and purchase from the displays
of home-made goods, beautifully crafted jewellery, woodwork, art, giftsets and much more.

Get those walking boots on, that costume out the cupboard and your baubles polished for the latest
Blackford day that you cannot miss! There’s something for everyone!
There will be a raffle and prizes each day for best fancy dress, best dressed pet; most laps walked.
Blackford Cares will be offering tea, coffee and chat in Blackford Parish Church; drop in there to warm
up, to help out or just enjoy the coffee and chat. 10:30-12:00 on Saturday and 2:00– 3:00 on Sunday.
The church also has the Sunday service at 10:00am.
All weekend we will be following Covid-19 guidelines with physical distancing and other measures in
place. Please make sure you help keep Blackford safe!
It wouldn’t be a Festive Market in Scotland if there wasn’t hot food and drinks on offer to warm your
hands and bellies. Whilst The Blackford Inn can’t operate normally in these times, it is offering hot dogs,
warm mulled wine and warm juice for kids and those who might be driving. All they are asking is a
donation to go to Blackford Cares. Thanks so much Peter, Nan, Jon-Alan and the rest of the team.

Remember how we managed to walk
over 1000 miles in the summer? Let’s
see if we can aim for a Festive 500 this
time round! The route will be different
and maps will be provided. The start of
the route will be located in Post Office
Entry and you will be asked to give
your name and number of laps on
return to the starting station.
Remember buggies and pet laps
count!
We will be observing strict Covid-19
guidelines with physical distancing.
The route this time will be one way
only to ensure your safety. Come
and join the village in clocking your
mileage, getting exercise and sampling
Blackford’s fresh air!

Blackford 500
9:00—6:00
Stalls 12:00—5:00

Blackford Online Christmas Market
Resident crafters and sellers in Blackford invite you to their online
shop. Textiles, Christmas cards, jewellery, papercraft, mixed media
and wax melts from crafters. Christmas trees, books, beauty & skincare from local sellers. The online market is open till at least 6th January 2021.
Each crafter/seller has their own album within the Facebook Group. Browse the
albums of individual sellers, or scroll through all of the photos in the group.
If you live within Blackford, or the surrounding area, you will be able to collect
any purchases made, in person. If you are unable to collect any purchases
made, our sellers will be able to post them to you - it will be your
responsibility to cover any postage costs incurred.

If it looks normal, we’re not doing it safely enough

Christmas 2020

Blackford Cares
for Blackford residents to support each other during COVID-19

Thanks for the responses
to the September survey
Coffee and chat (the top
item for both helping and
helpful) has been trialled over weekends but may be better at other times.

A pilot Breakfast Club then fell outside
new “unregulated childcare” rules for
10 people maximum in the room.
We have that very delicate balance of
tackling isolation and lack of purpose
while staying safe and protected.
Blackford Cares still does not actually
exist as a constituted body or group,
so it is often easier of established
networks like the Crafters, Church or
Community Council to achieve some
things. Caring neighbours are at the
heart of the village’s response to
seeing us through the pandemic.

Blackford Festive Lights
Blackford punches above
its weight in so many ways
but none so consistently
as the lights at Christmas time. The
“Elves” were out again on Saturday
transforming the village. Thanks to:

Guy McNaughton, Jackie McNaughton,
Gillian Brown, Stuart Lowe, Laurice
Lowe, Stewart McNaughton, Frazer
McNaughton, Mark Thompson, David
MacDonald, Sheila MacDonald,
Gordon Isdale and Billy Isdale.
Billy then joined James Cochrane
and put the Blackford Cares tree in
the church grounds.
Are you wearing that Hi
Viz top again?
I wouldn’t be seen
without it.
Dark nights and mornings
don’t mix well with dark
clothes. There have been various
appeals on the Facebook Group for
drivers to slow down, for those on
bikes to get lights and for us all to be
more aware of other road users.

The foodbank was an early response
to the pandemic; it still develops

Please continue to support local
trades and businesses

Grab bags are at the church Bell of
Hope with bags or items going each
week; donations also come in there.

They were there for us when we
needed them and they support local
events with donations and prizes.

We order from P&K Council and are
able to take boxes to households as
neighbours or agencies refer to us.

The Blackford Inn is doing take away
meals (682336) plus Sunday breakfast.
Blackford Stores is open 8-6 on
Sundays, 6-9 all other days. Local
plumbers, joiners and other trades are
easily found through a question in the
Blackford Cares Facebook Group.

The “more structured foodbank”
mentioned in our survey has turned
into a partnership with the Blue Door
Foodbank operating out of
Auchterarder Parish Church with Coop and donation support. We can
refer through there and deliver on
their behalf.
Use the number on
our church gate to
contact Blackford
Cares for this help.

Men do side by side
what women do face to face

The first village event to
fall in 2020 was possibly
the Gala Duck Race. The
Gala Committee met last
month and pencilled in
next year’s event for Sunday 11th April
i.e. a week after Easter. Duck 35 will
be on duty leading the parade. Gala
Day will be Sunday 13th June.

Of course there’s a pack of sweets

So with that in mind,
the men’s Walk and
Talk group leaves the
church gate each
Saturday at 9:30am—apart from this
Saturday when we can walk and talk
all weekend. Speak to Lance Pearson
to find out more—he’s the tall guy in
the shorts—or just come along. Any
similarities to the Last of the Summer
Wine cast members are co-incidental.
Jelly babies would have blown the
budget but we’re sticking with a
Christmas theme with a wee bag of
Starmix. Imagine that. Travellers given
directions by objects in the sky? But
who was guided by a star and what did
they bring? As you open the packet,
recall memories of the Christmas story
and how you’ve celebrated it in the
past. What memories are you making
this year?
If you want a place to take those
memories, the church is open on
Sunday 20th and Thursday 24th from
2-5pm as a place for quiet reflection.

